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Cedar Plsnk House
Hancocks Bridge, Sslem County, New Jersey

Owvner: Commigsion on Historic Sites, Stete of
New Jersey

Custodlen: Salem County Historical Soclety
Date of Erectlon: Before 1701

Architsct:

' ' Builder:

Prezent Condition: Moved from Nittingers Corner on
Salem=Hancocks Bridge Road to
rear of Hancoek House at Hancoclka
Bx‘:‘.dge by C u‘:i‘?' oA ®

HNumber of Sterilsa: Cne znd one«half
Haterlals of Construction: Foundatlon - concrete

Exterior walls -~ hewn
white cedar plank four
inches thlck, gatles
siding

Interior walls - plank
sldes, no celling

Roof = pitch, shingles
Historical Dsta:

The Ceodar Plank Houss originsglly stood on
land owned by the lste Jobhn Tyler. The planka of
whiich this house 1s made were hewn from logs pulled
from the swamps. Years ago the trees of South Jersey
were largely whilte cedar. White cedar needs fresh
water for its growth; In time either the land sank or
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the sea rose, and the salt water reached these
trees; they died in great numbers. Many of them,
still living, fell over in the swamp and werse
covered by deposits of muck and peat. These were
dug from the swamps and split and hewn by hand.

The plank house was standing when
William Tyler, an immigrant to Salem County about
1688, made his will in 1701. The house consists
of one room with an open fireplace. There are
closets on each sida of the fireplace and over the
doors of these closgsets there 1s to be seen sone
unusual grill work which was taken from some of
the old houses near Hancocks Bridge.

Bivliography:

"GColonlal Roof-Trees” and "Candle Ends"
Salem County Historical Soclety, 1934
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